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MELBOURNE PRESS CLUB

President’s Report 2005

2005 marked a significant anniversary for the Melbourne Press Club. It was ten years since
the virtual rebirth of the club under a new energetic committee determined to make a creative
contribution to the journalistic and cultural life of this city. It's an appropriate time to check the
club’s vital signs... and the degree to which it's succeeded in its mission of creating a regular
forum for discussion of current issues; fostering career and professional development; and
providing fellowship for members.

The club’s biggest statement back in 1995 was to establish the Quill awards for excelience in
Victorian journalism. Ten years on, I'm proud to say the Quills are an unqualified success.
The night is embraced by all sections of the industry as a “must attend” celebration of the best
work of the past year, and a rare opportunity to meet as a group. The tenth anniversary Quills
at Zinc at Federation Square were perhaps the best of the Iot... demonstrating that the
concept, and the night, are here to stay. We no longer have to market the tickets, they sell
themselves. Some enduring features of the night help guarantee its success. The Lifetime
Achievement Award is always warmly received. And the Young Journalist of the Year now
has an enviable record of turbo-charging the careers of its recipients. The success of the
evening is helped, in no small measure, by the conjoint staging of the Graham Perkin
Australian Journalist of the Year Award. It’s a great synergy. Long may it continue.

The backbone of the club’s activities, and its most regular interface with members, remains
our calendar of luncheons addressed by newsmakers of the day. Over the years we've had
some outstanding speakers, and the 2005 program was again generally well supported. But
we can't afford to rest on our laurels. Though we've had lots of hits, we've also had a few
misses, and a few misses is too many in a competitive market. Much of our effort will need to
continue to be directed towards attracting big-ticket speakers at the forefront of debate, and
from varied walks of life, if we're to succeed in getting the numbers through the door. As it
stands, the program is working well but it needs continual care and attention.

The club’s annual journalism conference is our biggest regular contribution to the career
development of members and aspiring journalists alike. In 2005 we resolved some of our
sponsorship dilemmas by staging the event at RMIT University and tailoring the content
towards student journalists. This guaranteed that it was well subscribed, while top-notch
speakers such as Rob Hulls, Graeme Samuel and Denis Muller ensured that it had an appeal
beyond the tertiary institutions. It was a winning formula and one we hope to emulate in the
years ahead. I'm particularly proud of the links we've forged with journalism educators.
Committee members regularly make themselves available to address student groups out of a
desire to return something to the industry that's nurtured them. In the years ahead, we need
to foster and cement those links.

The mainstay of the club’s social program in 2005 was the Trivia Night, again ably pulled
together by David Poulton... and again won by the Supreme Court team (can no-one knock
them off?). The regular Media Mums get togethers were also prpular. Looking ahead, plans
are afoot for another Journalists’ Ball, and the commiittee is still on the look out for a reguiar
watering hole for members. One that holds some potential is the soon-to-opened “Press Club”
bar and restaurant in the old Herald and Weekly Times building. Talks are progressing with its
proprietors.



MELBOURNE PRESS CLUB

Continued...President’s Report 2005

Underpinning all our efforts in 2005 was the solid and professional output of our secretariat.
Sue and Sophie have run a tight ship, and provided members with a friendly and helpful point
of contact five days a week. Looking back, the establishment of a permanent secretariat was
one of the club’s most significant achievements over the past decade. It embodies our
corporate memory and provides the engine that drives most of our work. Speaking on behalf
of all committee members, | pass on our thanks and appreciation to Sue and Sophie for a job
well done.

But you can’t have a full-time secretariat without the sponsorship dollars to sustain it.

And I'd like to record my thanks to our generous list of sponsors, headed of course by
Tattersall's, for under-writing the club’s program. We, as committee members, give freely of
our time to chart a course for the club, but none of it would get off the drawing board without
the corporate muscle provided by our sponsors, most of whom have now developed long-
term relationships with the club. For that show of faith, and of course their practical support,
we are deeply grateful. Again this is something we can't take for granted. We have to ensure
sponsors' legitimate needs and concerns are met, while holding fast to the club’s commitment
to independent and robust debate. I'm happy to report we're currently exploring ways of
broadening our sponsorship base and importantly, adding to our impressive list of media
sSponsors.

Financially, 2005 was a challenging year but I'm pleased to tell you we finished the year
modestly in the black. And that was a big change from 2004. More on that, in the Treasurer’s
report. Suffice to say, the committee and secretariat is constantly on the look-out for ways to
constrain our costs, particularly where our functions are concerned.

As you may be aware, this is my final report. I've enjoyed a busy and fulfilling three years as
President, and am pleased to hand over the reins now to John Trevorrow, who | understand
is the only nomination for president today. Deservedly so. He's an excelient choice. As I've
said many times before, it's important for the club to rotate the presidency on a regular basis
to foster the industry-wide involvement. That is its best guarantee of long-term relevance and
survival.

It remains for me to thank my fellow committee members for their moral and practical support
over the past three years. | know how much of your valuable free time you devote to the club,
and | deeply appreciate your efforts and friendship. As they say at Olympic and
Commonwealth Games time... you're the best ever.

To conclude, the club’s vital signs are robust, and its mission is on track.

lan Henderson
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MELBOURNE PRESS CLUB

Treasurer’s Report 2005

In 2005 the Melbourne Press Club achieved a significant financial improvement. Although revenue has
declined, the Club was able to post a net operating gain of $666 for 2005 as against the 2004 loss of
$70,443.

Itis expected that measures taken to control expenses during 2005 will stand the Club in good stead for
the future.

The highlights of financial performance included:

( Sponsorship receipts were at a reasonably good level of $200,000 in cash, with significant in-
kind sponsorship in addition. Maintaining sponsorship levels is a continuing challenge.

{ Membership revenue was down slightly, from $17,700 in 2004 to $16,147 in 2005.
( Total revenue decreased by 9% to $304,694, down from $335,768 in 2004. This decline is

entirely explained by the fact that the Club did not have the revenue from a Journalists' Ball {the
2004 Ball resulted in revenues of just over $31,000).

{ Total costs decreased by 5%, from $406,211 in 2004 to $304,028 in 2005. Again, the
Journalists' Ball was a significant factor here (expenses of just under $74,000 in 2004).

{ Bank balance of $23,825 as at 31 December 2004. Balance of $26,418 as at 31 December
2005.

The financial performance was particularly pleasing when one considers that the Quill Awards in 2005
were held at a relatively higher cost venue (Zinc).

The sponsorship environment remains extremely competitive and we must continue to work hard to
provide our sponsors with value for money. A club like ours is simply not viable without the continuing
support of our sponsors. We are very fortunate to have had such a loyal group of sponsors.

The Club was also fortunate during 2005 to have had a stable and highly efficient Secretariat, headed
by our general manager, Sue Henderson, ably supported by her assistant manager, Sophie Gaylard.
Sue and Sophie have worked extremely hard to further increase the efficiency of our systems. The
Club's core activities such as memberships and functions are operating in a very sound manner. The
Secretariat has also handled all of the Club’s day-to-day financial work, making the role of Treasurer far
less onerous than otherwise it would have been.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank both Sue and Sophie for their continuing assistance in my
role as Treasurer.

We have continued to observe the brocedures required by our auditors to ensure that accounting and
association standards are met. Once again, | would like to thank our auditors, BDO, for their excellent
service.

David Poulton
Treasurer

Melbourne Press Club
16 May 2006



MELBOURNE PRESS CLUB

Functions Calendar 2005

LUNCHES

CONFERENCE

OTHER EVENTS

February

Michaei Long Lunch
RACV Ciub
22.4.2.05

March

The Tsunami Report
The Medallion Club
9.3.05

Quill Awards Dinner
ZINC at Federation Square
10.03.05

April

2005 Football Lunch
The Medallion Club
12.04.05

Media Mums Morning
Beetle Café
12.4.05

May

AGM
RACV
11.05.04

June

Bruce Akhurst
The Medallion Club
15.6.05

July

George Brouwer
RACV
20.7.05

August

Journalism 2005
Conference
RMIT

26.8.05

September

William Baldwin Lunch
Minter Ellison

2.9.05

Grand Final Lunch
Medallion Club
22.9.05

October

Trivia Night
The Imperial Hotel
21.10.05

November

Amanda Vanstone
Medallion Club
3.11.2005

Chris Patten
Medallion Club
14.11.2005

Media Mums
Gasworks Park Cafe
Date TBC

December

Commonwealth Games
Medallion Club
1.12.05




MELBOURNE PRESS CLUB

Melbourne Press Club Quill Awards 2005

The Tattersall's Gold Quill
Belinda Hawkins and the Australian Story Team ABC TV

The Graham Perkin Award for the Australian Journalist of the Year
Paul McGeough The Age and Sydney Morning Herald

o Lifetime Achievement Award
L Les Carlyon

Young Journalist of the Year Award
Nick McKenzie ABC

RACV Transport Quill

Joint Award

Jonathan Creek Channel 7 News

Craig Wood, Milanda Rout and Mandi Zonneveldt Herald Sun

Grant Hattam Quill Award for Investigative Journalism in any Medium
Nick McKenzie and Rafael Epstein ABC Radio

Best Columnist
Neil Mitchell Herald Sun

Best Sports Story in any Medium
Andrew Rule Good Weekend

Best Business Story in any Medium
Malcolm Maiden The Age

Best TV Camerawork in News and Current Affairs
Mark Dobbin Stateline, ABC TV

Best News Photograph
Jason South The Age

Best Sports Photograph
Ray Kennedy The Age

Best Features Photograph
Paul Harris The Age

Best Three Headlines in any Medium
Paul Stafford Herald Sun
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Continued... Melbourne Press Club Quill Awards 2005

Best Page Layout
Katherine Alexander Law Institute Journal

Best lllustration in any Medium
Andrew Dyson The Age

Best Cartoon
Peter Nicholson The Australian

Best Deadline Report in any Medium
Paul Anderson and the Herald Sun News Team Heraid Sun

Best On-line Report
Hugh J Martin, John Silvester, Simon Johanson & Matthew Absalom-
Wong The Age

Best Suburban or Regional Report in any Medium
Richard Schmeiszl South Gippsland Sentinel Times

Best Rural Affairs Report in any Medium
Kerri Ritchie Stateline, ABC TV

Best TV News Report
Brett McLeod Channel Nine

Best Radio News Report
No Award

Best TV Current Affairs Report
Belinda Hawkins and the Australian Story Team Australian Story, ABC TV

Best Radio Current Affairs Report
John Silvester, Ross Stevenson & John Burns 3AW

Best News Report in Print
Lindsay Murdoch The Age

Best Feature in Print
Cameron Stewart and Christine Jackman The Australian

























































